
PROTECTION FOR SERVICE MEMBER FUNERALS

On Monday, May 29, 2006, the President Bush signed into law the "Respect for America's Fallen Heroes Act" (“Heroes Act”). The Heroes Act prohibited individual’s from conducting demonstrations at a cemetery under the control of the National Cemetery Administration and Arlington National Cemetery. A violation of the Heroes Act would be classified as a misdemeanor. However, many service members felt the law did not go far enough.

On December 10, 2006, President Bush rectified this problem by signing into law the Respect for the Funerals of Fallen Heroes Act” (the “Act”).  The Act amends Chapter 67 of title 18, United States Code by adding a new section 1388, Prohibition on disruptions of funerals of members or former members of the Armed Forces.  The Act prohibits any individual to disrupt a deceased service member’s (current or former member) funeral. The prohibition applies to any funeral (including those not located at a cemetery under the control of the National Cemetery Administration and Arlington National Cemetery), begins 60 minutes before and ends 60 minutes after said funeral, includes any noise or diversion that disturbs the peace or good order of such funeral, and is within 300 feet of the funeral location.  A violation of the Act will result in a fine, imprisonment (for not more than 1 year), or both. 

